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Thank you to Washington County Sheriff Pat Garrett and Washington County District Attorney 
Bob Hermann. 

I am here to announce what I have spent a significant amount of time considering: I am running 
for the position of Washington County District Attorney. 

Over the past several months as I have explored the possibility of running, the response to my 
candidacy has been overwhelming and humbling. I have received support from other prosecutors 
within my office, from other attorneys in the community, from judges, from law enforcement, 
from victim rights and community groups, from civil leaders, and from members of the general 
public throughout the county. 

I am honored to have formal endorsements from: 
- Washington County District Attorney Bob Hermann 
- Washington County Sheriff Pat Garrett 
- Every Chief of Police for every police department in Washington County 
- Police Officer Associations throughout Washington County and beyond 
- All 5 Washington County Commissioners 
- The mayors of the two largest cities in Washington County: Mayor Denny Doyle of 

Beaverton and Mayor Steve Callaway of Hillsboro 
- Crime Victims United 

The overwhelming support is incredibly uplifting, but it also carries with it a strong sense of 
obligation. 

I am running for District Attorney because I have a desire to serve this community, which is my 
home.  My wife and I have chosen to live, work, and raise our family here and I am invested in 
the future of our community.   

In my time in the District Attorney’s Office, including now in my current capacity as Chief 
Deputy District Attorney, I have worked with hundreds of crime victims and prosecuted our 
county’s most serious crimes, including murder, child abuse, sex trafficking, financial 
embezzlement, elder abuse, and domestic violence. 

I have had the opportunity to witness firsthand how important the role of District Attorney is.  
The primary responsibility of the District Attorney is to seek justice and protect the community.  
This occurs in hundreds of different ways every day in the District Attorney’s Office—whether it 
is helping a child abuse victim navigate through a difficult court process, protecting a domestic 
violence victim from her abuser, proceeding to trial on a cold murder case to obtain justice 



despite the passage of time, or even holding a defendant accountable for his crime but also 
offering a path toward redemption.  These are the things I’ve done as a prosecutor and want to 
continue to do as the District Attorney. 

Working in the criminal justice system, there are times when it can be tempting to feel a sense of 
despair.  On a daily basis we are exposed to the worst of what people can do to each other—
criminals who have committed awful crimes, victims who have suffered terrible injuries.  This is 
especially true in an area where I have considerable experience—protecting children and 
prosecuting child abusers. 

When I tell people that I am a prosecutor or a child abuse prosecutor, the most frequent questions 
I am asked are “How do you deal with that?” and “Why do you do that?”  The answer to those 
questions is as true as it is simple: because I can do something about it; because I can help; 
because I can make a difference.  When this gathering today is over and we all go back to our 
daily business, I am proud to be able to return working as a prosecutor.  When this election is 
over in May 2018, it is my hope to be able to return working as Washington County’s District 
Attorney because I know I can make a difference. 

It is no accident that Washington County is a safe and vibrant community.  It is due to the hard 
work of the people who are dedicated to that purpose.  People like 
- Bob Hermann who has spent 42 years serving the community  
- The over 100 employees of the District Attorney’s Office who work to prosecute crimes; 
- The hundreds of police officers throughout the county who patrol our streets, led by leaders 

like Sheriff Pat Garrett and the other chiefs of police; 
- The doctors, nurses, counselors, advocates, and social workers who help crime victims; 
- The volunteers in our schools, churches, libraries, or coaching youth sports  
- The members of our community who I see daily doing their civic duty as jurors and witnesses 

in our participatory democracy; 

These are the people who I am proud to have worked with on a daily basis over the last decade.  
And these are the people who I am inspired to work with continuing forward in the future.  It is a 
heavy responsibility to be a leader among these people as District Attorney, but it is one I feel 
called to do. 

As District Attorney, my priorities will be: 
- To continue the good work of this office by always seeking justice 
- To protect the public including the most vulnerable members of our community 
- To find innovative ways to prevent crime by addressing the underlying causes while also 

ensuring that offenders are held fully accountable 
- To meet the needs of our growing and increasingly diverse community 
- To ensure the District Attorney’s office is responsible to the community by building and 

maintaining trust with all members of the community.  And this includes doing all that is 
within our power to ensure the courthouse is a safe place for every witness and every victim, 



regardless of whether they are a citizen or non-citizen, to ensure full access to justice without 
fear. 

I came to the District Attorney’s Office to help people.  Over my time here, I have prosecuted 
many of the most serious crimes in Washington County.  The most rewarding moments have not 
come from winning the cases, but instead from being able to help provide justice to vulnerable 
victims and their families.  When a crime occurs, it is the responsibility of the District Attorney 
to ensure that justice follows.   

I want this responsibility, but no matter how badly I want it, no matter how many endorsements I 
receive, and no matter how much experience I might have, it is not mine to have without your 
support.  With your support, I hope to continue serving our community as the next Washington 
County District Attorney. 

Thank you. 


